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adults than in children, there are cases in which 
a child’s voice is difficult to understand or 
unpleasant. The two types of voice disorders are 
phonation disorders and resonance disorders. 
The characteristics of a phonation disorder are 
breathiness, hoarseness, huskiness, and strain-
ing. In severe cases, the individual may not have 
any voice at all.

A resonance disorder may be characterized 
by hypernasality (too many sounds com-
ing through the air passages of the nose) or 
hyponasality (too little resonance of the nasal 
passages). Hypernasality is often a result of cleft 
palate. Too much air passes through the nasal 
cavities during production of sounds, giving 
the speaker a distinctive “twang.” Because the 
f low of air through the nostrils is impeded, 
the speaker with hyponasality sounds as if his 
nose is clamped or she has a cold.

Language Disorders
How well children understand and use language affects not only their ability to learn 
to read and write but also the perceptions of peers, family members, teachers, and 
society at large. When a child starts school, the perception of his or her language skills 
becomes particularly influential. When children’s communication skills do not match 
others’ expectations, children are likely to be perceived negatively and may consequently 
experience less academic and social success (Owens, 2014). Speech–language patholo-
gists and teachers have two responsibilities: (1) to address children’s specific language 
difficulties and (2) to minimize the social impact of particular speech–language char-
acteristics by promoting understanding of and acceptance of language difficulties in 
the classroom.

Recall the components of language as reviewed in Table 11.2 (page 366). Each of 
these five components of language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and 
pragmatics) has rules that must be mastered if the child is to have language compe-
tence. Language disorders occur when there is delay or difficulties with mastery in one 
or more of these areas.

A phonological disorder is defined as abnormal organization of the phonologic 
system or a significant deficit in speech production or perception. A developmental 
phonological disorder is the difficulty of organizing speech sounds into patterns. A 
child with a phonological disorder may be described as hard to understand or as not 
saying the sounds right—the child is likely to have difficulty decoding spoken lan-
guage and may make substitutions for sounds. A child has a phonological disorder 
(as opposed to an articulation disorder) if he or she has the ability to produce a given 
sound and does so correctly in some instances but fails to produce the sound correctly 
at other times. Unlike articulation disorders, a phonological disorder reveals a pattern 
of responses and is therefore a rule-based phenomenon. Assessment for these children 
focuses on determining which sounds the child can produce, the contexts of correct 
and incorrect sound production, and the child’s use or overuse of phonological pro-
cesses. The focus of therapy for phonological disorders is to help the child identify the 
error pattern(s) and gradually produce more linguistically appropriate sound patterns.

phonation: Includes speech factors of 
pitch, loudness, and quality.

resonance: Sound quality of speech.

hypernasality: A disorder of voice 
resonance, frequently observed as a 
result of cleft palate, in which too much 
air passes through the nasal cavities 
during the production of sounds, giving 
the speaker a distinctive nasal quality 
or “twang.”

hyponasality: A disorder of voice 
resonance in which there is a restricted 
flow of air through the nostrils, often 
resulting in the speaker’s sounding as if 
his or her nose is being held.

phonological disorder: Abnormal 
organization of the phonological system 
resulting in a significant deficit in 
speech production or perception.

Children learn the rules of language by listening and imitating what they hear.
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